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From the Chair
One would think that in the year after a presidential election, particularly one where the
president is re-elected, news about Washington, politics and the federal government
would quiet down. But here we are in October, having gone through a two-week
government shutdown and a debt ceiling fight – not to mention implementation of key
provisions of the Affordable Care Act (AKA Obamacare).
All of these are continuing reminders of the importance of government information and
the critical role we play in helping bring about an informed citizenry. It didn’t take me long
to feel the impact of the government shutdown. On October 1st, I was working with an
undergraduate student who was getting started with her senior research on an
education-related topic. Naturally, I thought to suggest to her the National Center for
Education Statistics, only to find that the site had been shut down.
It is unfortunate that the government shutdown resulted in the cancellation of the Federal
Depository Library Council. But I look forward to meeting with as many of you as
possible on November 8th, so that we can share some of our experiences of providing
access to government information during the shutdown, and perhaps discuss ways to
move forward in light of recent events.
Roger Kosson
Denison University

From the Editor’s Desk
Thanks to everybody who sent articles or other information for inclusion in this issue!
This time we have articles for every taste, to say nothing of the great photos from
anniversary celebrations! I hope you’ll find something to make you laugh and also
something to make you think. Maybe you’ll even be inspired to write something for the
next issue.
I hope to see you all at the Fall Meeting on November 8th!

Carol A. Singer, Editor
Bowling Green State University

http://www.wooster.edu/library/gov/ohgodort/docsrx/index.htm

Secretary’s Report
Government Documents Roundtable of Ohio
Spring Business Meeting
State Library of Ohio, Columbus, Ohio
May 17, 2013

The minutes from the Spring Business Meeting will be available at the November 8th
Fall Meeting.

Treasurer’s Report

Ohio GODORT Fall 2013 Newsletter
Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s Report will be available at the November 8th Fall Meeting.

Looking for more information about GODORT of Ohio?
See the GODORT of Ohio Blog
http://ohiogodort.org/
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A New Home For Digital Collections
By Shari Laster
The GODORT of Ohio digital collection has a new home within the OhioLINK Digital Resource
Commons!
Due to the December 2013 decommissioning of the OhioLINK Digital Resource Commons
institutional repositories, the future for Ohio GODORT’s collection had been uncertain. With the
support of both OhioLINK and the chair of the Digital Resources Management Committee, John
Millard (Miami University), our content has been transferred from the Ohio GODORT DRC site to
the central OhioLINK DRC site
The Ohio GODORT content is now accessible at: http://drc.ohiolink.edu/, categorized as
“Government Documents.” OhioLINK has migrated the persistent URLs so there is no interruption
in access. If OhioLINK migrates its content in the future, Ohio GODORT will be included in the
migration. Meanwhile, OhioLINK will provide ongoing maintenance to our existing collection of
War Relocation Authority documents. The new link to the collection page is:
http://drc.ohiolink.edu/handle/2374.GODORT/2.
One significant improvement for the collection is the use of IIP, which is an image-viewing tool
deployed in the central DRC. Users can easily move through TIFF images, zooming in to view a
high level of detail. This additional capability is particularly rewarding given the many hours that
Denison University devoted to creating high-resolution TIFF images. Additionally, the content is
still full-text searchable and can be downloaded in PDF or TIFF formats. Dublin Core metadata
and thumbnail images provide additional discovery options.
The uncertainty surrounding the repository had put Digital Collections Working Group projects on
hold, a particular misfortune given the success the group has had in developing a collaborative
model for building digital collections. Now that the collection has been moved, the project is back
in business!
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Why I Liked the Government Shutdown
By Cheryl Lubow, State Library of Ohio
Just like you, I am relieved that the federal government has reopened. I was directly
affected at work only in minor ways. During the closure, I added a disclaimer to the
Housing section of our Find Help in Tough Times resources, since most of the links I
maintain point to U.S. government web sites. Remarkably, only two of the housing links
were inactive. On a personal level, I grew tired of the news media’s focus on this event
at the expense of other stories. The repetitive news coverage added to the anxiety that
we all felt. What reasons could I have to be happy about the government shut-down?
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I read the postings on the GOVDOC-L
listserv with great interest and bookmarked
alternative sources of government
information. Reason #1: Documents
librarians proved once again that they are
resourceful and supportive of one another.

Some libraries saw increased traffic when commonly used web sites went down. Reason
#2: Local librarians demonstrated to their communities that they are available to serve
the public when
government
agencies are not
able to respond.

I captured a few screenshots to document the ways that federal agencies communicated
with web site viewers and with their own staff. Reason #3: I had a renewed sense of
appreciation for what government agency employees do day-to-day to keep their
statistical products and social
media current.
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Organizations and consortia that routinely archive digital publications publicized the
valuable service that they provide and used the shut-down as an opportunity to recruit
more members. Reason #4: I realized that I should never take HathiTrust, Ohio Memory,
and other digital repositories for granted.
Some for-profit database providers allowed open access to their products during the
government shut-down. Reason #5: I was reminded that there is still plenty of generosity
in the business world.
I could go on, but by now you are thinking of your own reasons!
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Congratulations to Miami University !
Congratulations to Miami University Libraries for being the Depository Library Spotlight
in August! If you haven’t already read the article, don’t forget to check it out at:
http://beta.fdlp.gov/all-newsletters/depository-library-spotlight/1720-miami-universitylibraries
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Case Western University’s 100th Anniversary Celebration:
A Story in Photos
Case Western University’s Kelvin Smith Library celebrated its 100th anniversary as a
Federal Depository Library on October 11, 2013. George Barnum, the Agency Historian
and Congressional Relations Specialist at GPO (and former Government Documents
Librarian at the Kelvin Smith Library) gave a talk. The Library was presented with a
plaque from GPO that commemorated this milestone.
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University of Akron Anniversary Celebration

With this headline, the University of Akron Bierce Library announced the celebration of
its 50th anniversary as a federal depository library. The press release read:
James Madison, father of the U.S. Constitution wrote, “Liberty cannot be
preserved without a general knowledge among the people, who have a
right and a desire to know.”
On Friday, Sept. 13, The University of Akron Bierce Library (/libraries) will
celebrate its 50th year of providing free public access to federal
government information, safeguarding the people’s right to know.
In 1963, Bierce Library was selected to participate in the Federal
Depository Library Program (FDLP), a national network of libraries
allowing the public free access to federal government documents.
By participating in this federally mandated program, Bierce Library serves
as one of the vital links between the public and the government.
Resources available through the University Libraries include speeches
made by President Obama during his first year in office, the 9/11
Commission Report, Congressional hearings regarding the space shuttle
Challenger accident, reports and data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
NASA, and the Department of Energy, and more.
Official government documents are ideal for academic research and can
benefit the public in many ways. For example, leaders of businesses and
non-profit organizations can use census data to better understand their
communities, as well as information about government grants to help
them find funding sources.
Shari Laster, associate professor of bibliography and government
documents and reference librarian at The University of Akron’s Bierce
Library, will lead the hour-long celebration on Sept. 13 at 10:30 a.m. on
the first floor of Bierce Library. The event is free and open to the public
and will be followed by refreshments.

During the ceremony, Audrey Hall presented a plaque, on behalf of GPO, in recognition
of the Bierce Library 50th anniversary.
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From left to right: Provost Mike Sherman, Phyllis O’Connor (Interim Dean, University
Libraries), Joe Salem (Head, Research & Learning Services), Shari Laster (Government
Documents/Reference Librarian), and Audrey Hall

Looking for Previous Issues of Docs Prescriptions?
Beginning with Issue 47 (Summer 1998), plus scattered earlier issues, are available full
text online at:
http://ohiogodort.org/organization-resources/docs-rx/
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Canadian Depository Program to Terminate
By Carol A. Singer
As of January 1, 2014 the Canadian Depository Program will no longer exist. According
to a letter sent to depositories by the Canadian Publishing and Depository Services
(PDS), the Canadian government is making the transition to an almost totally electronic
publication environment. The PDS reports that the demand for print publications has
dropped, at least in part because of the extensive use of the PDS collection of electronic
government documents. This transition to all-electronic publishing is also part of the
Canadian government’s “greening initiatives.”
The PDS provides a large collection of electronic government documents at
http://publications.gc.ca/site/eng/search/search.html. The Canadian Publishing and
Depository Services will continue to maintain and develop their online collection. It is
freely available to anybody who wishes to use it.

Do you know your Congressional representative?
If not, use the links on USA.gov’s page for contacting elected
officials:
http://www.usa.gov/Contact/Elected.shtml
Contact your representative’s office and introduce yourself.
Make him/her aware of the valuable services your depository
can provide to his/her constituents!
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A Letter from GODORT of Ohio History
By Carol A. Singer
While cleaning out files this summer, I came across a copy of the following letter that
predates the founding of the Government Documents Roundtable of Ohio. Some of you
may remember Carol Watts or Melville Spence.
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Happy Anniversary!
Congratulations to all of our libraries with an anniversary in 2013!

2013 is a bumper year for anniversaries:
155th (Became a Federal Depository in 1858):
Oberlin College
140th (Became a Federal Depository in 1873):
Kenyon College
125th (Became a Federal Depository in 1888):
University of Mount Union
100th (Became a Federal Depository in 1913):
Case Western Reserve University
90th (Became a Federal Depository in 1923):
Public Library of Youngstown and Mahoning County
80th (Became a Federal Depository in 1933):
Bowling Green State University
75th (Became a Federal Depository in 1938):
Ashland University
50th (Became a Federal Depository in 1963):
University of Akron
University of Toledo
45th (Became a Federal Depository in 1968):
Capital University
40th (Became a Federal Depository in 1973):
Supreme Court of Ohio
35th (Became a Federal Depository in 1978):
Cleveland State University Law Library
University of Akron Law Library
University of Cincinnati Law Library
5th (Became a Federal Depository in 2008):
Kent State University Tuscarawas Campus
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We have a lot of anniversaries to look forward to in 2014, including a bumper crop of
libraries that became depositories in 1884!

140th (Became a Federal Depository in 1874):
Hiram College Library
130th (Became a Federal Depository in 1884):
Clark County Public Library
Denison University, William H. Doane Library
Marietta College, Legacy Library
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County
Toledo-Lucas County Public Library
105th (Became a Federal Depository in 1909):
Dayton Metro Library
Miami University, King Library
85th (Became a Federal Depository in 1929):
University of Cincinnati, Langsam Library
50th (Became a Federal Depository in 1964):
Heidelberg University, Beeghly Library
45th (Became a Federal Depository in 1969):
University of Dayton, Roesch Library
University of Findlay, Shafer Library
35th (Became a Federal Depository in 1979):
Case Western University, School of Law Library
Marion Public Library
30th (Became a Federal Depository in 1984):
Worthington Libraries
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You Can Find Almost Anything in Government Documents!
By Carol A. Singer
This is proof that you can find (almost) anything in government documents! David
Swartz, of Bowling Green State University, found the following article on p. 17 of the
Winter 2010-2011 issue of Wild Ohio. If you want to follow the directions, you’ll find
them at:
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=uo5DCZgwyLA%3d&tabid=18274
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Ohio GODORT Fall Meeting, November 8, 2013
State Library of Ohio, Columbus, Ohio
WHEN: November 8, 2013, 9:30 am –2:30 pm
WHERE: State Library of Ohio, 274 E. First Ave., Ste. 100, Columbus, OH

For more information see the GODORT of Ohio blog at:
http://ohiogodort.org/organization-resources/general-information/meetings-andprograms/fall-meeting-november-8-2013/
For directions to the State Library of Ohio, see their web site at:
http://www.library.ohio.gov/marketing/directions
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http://goo.gl/maps/ZGFqF

We Want YOU for Ohio GODORT!
Membership dues for each year (only $20.00) are due at the Spring
Meeting.
Send your checks made to “GODORT of Ohio”
To Carol Ottolenghi (see address in list of officers)
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Don’t forget to visit the GODORT of Ohio blog at:
http://ohiogodort.org/
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