George Barnum is Agency Historian and
Congressional Relations Specialist in the Office of Congressional Relations of the United
States Government Printing Office (GPO). He coordinates the agency's history program
and cares for its collections of photographs and historic documents. He coordinated GPO's
150th anniversary celebrations, including the publication of a new official history of the
agency (published in June, 2011) and serving as curator for the special exhibition "Keeping
America Informed – The U.S. Government Printing Office, 1861 - 2011 – 150 Years of
Service to the Nation" at the GPO buildings in Washington.
George came to GPO in July, 1997, as Expert Consultant on a temporary appointment to
the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP). During that two years he was principal
writer and editor of "Managing the FDLP Electronic Collection" the collection planning
document that guided the creation of GPO’s first digital library of Government information,
and worked on projects involving Government agency and FDLP partners. He subsequently
worked with the group which designed GPO's Federal Digital System.
Before joining GPO, George was Head of Government Documents in the University Library
of Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio, and was an adjunct faculty member
in the School of Library and Information Science at Kent State University in Kent, Ohio,
teaching courses in government information and archival administration. He received the
M.L.S. from Kent State University and B.A. in English literature from Cleveland State
University, Cleveland, Ohio.
George was a contributing writer for the firt edition of the Encyclopedia of Cleveland History.
He has written on GPO's history, the electronic transition in Federal depository libraries,
and on rare and endangered government publications, and is co-editor of a resource guide
and continuing bibliography on the preservation and identification of rare government
documents. He is active in the Chesapeake Chapter of the American Printing History
Association, and has served as an officer and committee member in the Government
Documents Round Table of Ohio.
When not documenting GPO's history, George is a hand bookbinder and is restoring a
Victorian house in northeast Ohio.

