
 

 

Government Documents Roundtable of Ohio 
SprinBusiness Meeting Minutes 

Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio 
November 13, 2015 

(To be presented at the Spring, 2016 meeting) 
 
In attendance: 
Sue Altmeyer, Sarah Dobransky, Joy Gao, Roger Kosson, Kirstin Krumsee, Carol Ottolenghi, 
Akram Sadeghi Pari, Erin Peters, SaraJean Petite, Ella Shurr, Peter Thayer, Nathan Wolfe, Carol 
Zsulya. 
 
Welcome  
President Akram Sadeghi Pari by thanking Beeghly Library / Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) 
for hosting us, and to OWU Librarian Joy Gao for making the arrangements. Then Beeghly 
Library Director Catherine Cardwell welcomed us. She pointed out that the Library was 
celebrating its 170th birthday, and mentioned that there would be cake after lunch.  
 
Program 
 
Tour of the Archives 
One of the scheduled speakers was unable to appear. So, Ms. Gao persuaded Carol Holliger, 
Archivist of the Ohio United Methodism Collection, to give us an impromptu tour. The collection 
has three parts: Rare books; Ohio Methodism; and parts of Ohio Wesleyan University’s history. In 
addition to the usual rare books and treatises produced by university-related scholars, the 
collection includes artifacts brought back by Methodist missionaries, diaries (and saddles) of the 
early circuit riding ministers, and the records of Ohio Methodist churches that have closed. Ms. 
Holliger found a memorial/obituary for one GODORT member, whose relative had been a 
minister.  
 
Reports from the DLC Meeting and FDL Conference (Sarah Dobransky, Roger Kosson, Kirstin 
Krumsee, Erin Peters, Carol Zsulya) 

 The FDLP Certificate Program trial was completed in the spring. A second cohort will 
begin in early 2016. GPO wants to make it more frequent, but there is a substantial time 
commitment involved. 

 Rules regarding regional discards are complicated. Each item must be held for 7seven 
years; be available through FDSys; be approved by the GPO; there must be at least 10 
copies regionally distributed; and they can’t all be preservation copies. The State Library is 
not discarding anything at this time.   

 The FDSys public website has been re-designed, and the beta-launch is in January. There 
will be new content, including digitized GPO reports and 1750 documents from the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). 

 GPO makes MARC records available free to interested depositories. There is a short 
waiting list. 115 depositories are expected to participate in FY2016. 

 The patent research site (www.uspto.gov) rocks. 
 Sessions on the Federal Register and the Department of Interior were helpful to newer gov 

docs librarians.  
 The libguides session highlighted the Southern Alabama University collection of gov docs 

libguides and government websites. (Go to http://libguides.southalabama.edu and open 
Government Documents.) 
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Business Meeting 
 
President Akram Sadeghi Pari opened the business portion of the fall meeting. 
 
Report from the State Library (Kirstin Krumsee) 
Ms. Krumsee reported that the State Library's new digitization lab will soon include a high-speed 
microfiche scanner and a large-format flatbed scanner. We all shared her “jazzedness” at the news. 
 
Ms. Krumsee also announced that she is developing a (currently local) electronic shelflist of the 
State Library’s documents collection. As of the November, Ms. Krumsee had checked in about 
100,000 pre-1976 documents. If you have MARC records with SuDocs for documents that are 
NOT in OhioLink, she would appreciate knowing.  
 
Secretary/Treasurer’s Report (Carol Ottolenghi) 
Ms. Ottolenghi presented the secretary’s and treasurer’s reports. The secretary’s report covered the 
2015 Spring Business Meeting. Ms. Ottolenghi had questions about two items, but Peter Thayer 
clarified the events. The treasurer’s report stated that from May28, 2015 - November 1, 2015, 
GODORT of Ohio’s total income was $455. All of it was in dues. The expenses attributed to this 
period are included. Ms. Krumsee moved to accept the reports. Carol Zsulya seconded. The 
motion passed. 
 
Marketing 
Marketing Chair Cheryl Lubow was absent, but requested that the group select a topic for the 
Spring 2016 Government Documents display under the Ohio Statehouse. Last year’s exhibit was 
seen by more than 20,000 school children, their teachers, members of the general public, and 
Ohio’s legislators and gubernatorial staff. The following topics were suggested: 

 Space 
 Natural resources and parks 
 Weather and NOAA 
 Science 
 Safety, including water bacteria level graphs, cooking info 
 Cartoons and other gov docs related in some way to famous people 
 Military 

 
Space was selected for the upcoming exhibit. Please send suggestions of colorful space-related 
documents to Ms. Lubow. 
 
Ms. Ottolenghi suggested that the program for the GODORT Spring Meeting focus on developing 
a series of articles highlighting government documents. She noted that we can develop a 
boilerplate opening and closing, and then fill the middle with short, focused, annotated lists. The 
program concept was approved, and everyone is asked to bring suggestions for topics, or of 
government documents that would fit into the following topics or audience breakouts: 
 
Weather Ocean  Birds 
Animals Atomic Age Attorneys / Paralegals 
Native Tribes Musical Instruments Religious Art 
Flowers Trees Vacation Spots 
Holidays Safety Teachers 
History Parents Science 
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Public Access Assessment  
There was general discussion of public access during moves and remodelings. The following 
points were made: 

 Public access goes more smoothly if the boxes are inventoried and every one of them is 
labeled with an easily read list of contents 

 It helped to have a plan about how the Library will provide access to documents during 
moves 

 All discards should be posted to the needs & offers listserve unless they have been 
superseded 

 Collection may be all-digital 
 Call Ms. Krumsee and/or Ms. Dobransky for advice. 

 
Even More Changes in Officers and Committees Chairs 
SaraJean Petite agreed to be drafted as current Programming Chair. 
 
No one has volunteered to become the ALA/GODORT liaison. There are three requirements of the 
position. The liaison must: 

1) Attend ALA 
2) Represent Ohio GODORT at ALA/GODORT meetings, and 
3) Report on those meeting to Ohio GODORT. 

We agreed to post the need to the listserve.  
 
Adjournment 
SaraJean Petite moved that the meeting be adjourned. Kirstin Krumsee seconded. The meeting 
was adjourned at 1:15 p.m. Then we had cake. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Ottolenghi 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 


